
THE FOOTHILLS REVIEW 

Student Spotlight: Trenton Franklin, Jackson 
Submitted by Angela Gary 
 
When Trenton Franklin finished his last math class at the Jackson site of Foot-
hills on a recent Wednesday night, he became the first member of his family to 
graduate from high school. When he started at Foothills in June of 2018, three 
of his siblings were also students, but he was the only one who stayed the 
course and is now graduating.  
 

While Trenton finished his coursework in time to participate in the December 
virtual graduation, he plans to come back to the Jackson site for the May gradu-
ation so that he can walk across the stage in a cap and gown to get a diploma 
since he’s the first in his family to do so. “I’m very excited,” he said the night he 
finished that last math class. “Once I set my mind to it, I did it.”  He added, “I 
gave 100 percent. There were times I didn’t want to come in but I did. You have 
to do in for yourself.”  Trenton said his mom and dad, who did not finish high 
school, are very proud of him.  
 

Foothills was the perfect school for Trenton because he didn’t feel any pressure 
and he could work at his own pace. He said the teachers and his mentors were 
also very encouraging and supported him.  His mentor, Dr. Debra Morris, 
states, “I have truly enjoyed having the opportunity to work with Trenton as he 
reached this milestone in his life.  He is very goal focused and has tremendous determination.   The fact that he 
believed in himself, worked hard, and never gave up regardless of how difficult things got, served as a motivation 
for all in his midst.” 

Now that he has graduated, Trenton said, “I can test the waters and get my life started.” A career in the Navy is 
one option Trenton is considering. The Jackson site staff celebrates Trenton’s success and is proud of his accom-
plishments!  
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Message from the Superintendent 

While it is tempting to usher out 2020 with a feeling of “good riddance,” we do have mile-

stones to celebrate.  In 2020, the Foothills family pulled together to continue our work in 

spite of the challenge of a COVID-19 pandemic.  We improved our Social-Emotional 

Learning framework for students and staff.  Our sites answered the call to move to 100% 

virtual instruction.  Many of our students persevered, earning a combined 6,416.5 credits 

in the 2019-20 school year.  Even more exciting, 266 students earned their diplomas in 

the 2019-20 school year!  We have much to be thankful for, even in a year filled with 

much we would like to leave behind.  

A new year always holds promise—a new chance to “become what we might have been.”  

But, 2021 seems to bring an extra measure of hope and optimism. Hope in the promise of 

vaccines and new treatments for the COVID-19 virus.  Optimism that in the coming 

months, we can begin to regain a sense of normalcy.  And, here at Foothills, a new year 

is always a reminder that we can all resolve, through hard work and determination, to ful-

fill our dreams! 

Happy New Year, Foothills Family!   

Sherrie 



Compete to Com-
plete 
 
Our Foothills sites contin-
ue to “Compete to Com-
plete,” working to achieve 
goals related to assess-
ments, credits earned, 
and attendance.  
 
These are our Compete to 
Complete winning sites 
for November! 
 
Average Scores of 2+ on 
End-of-Course Tests 
This Compete to complete 
category awards sites 
with at least 5 EOCs ad-
ministered. 
 
November Winner:  
 Walton 
 
Average Credits Earned 
Per Student 
This Compete to Com-
plete category awards a 
winner for county/
community-based sites 
and a separate winner 
from our Department of 
Corrections sites. 
 
November Winners: 
 Walton 
 Arrendale 
 
 
Average Attendance 
This Compete to Com-
plete category is only 
awarded for our county/
community-based sites 
(attendance at the Depart-
ment of Corrections sites 
is mandatory). 
 
November Winner: 
 Jackson 
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Foothills Alumni Spotlight: Rodricus 
Butts, Greene 
Submitted by Michele Ramsey 

 
Rodricus Butts, or Rod as he is called, is 
a June 2020 graduate of Foothills’ Greene 
County site.  While at Foothills, his deter-
mination and work ethic were evident, and 
propelled him to graduation and his cur-
rent success in postsecondary work.   
 
According to Mariana Mansfield, Assistant 
Site Coordinator at Greene County Foot-
hills, “Rod Butts was in our first graduat-
ing class and was the second student to 
meet all the graduation requirements.  I 
knew that Rod would do well.  He has a 
very strong work ethic.  Once he sets his 
mind to something he executes the plan 
well.  I was really compelled by Rod be-
cause he usually walked to school.  No 
matter the weather, he was there each 
night.  I once saw him walking in the rain, 
and then it hit me, just how dedicated of a 
student he was.  He maintained a job and 

still found time to come to the Greene Site every evening that we were open.  I 
am so very proud to call Rod a Foothills graduate.” 
 
After graduation, Rod moved to Nashville, TN, to attend Lincoln Tech, where 
he is majoring in Heavy Equipment Maintenance Technology.  Rod has contin-
ued to demonstrate a strong work ethic, and does not shy away from hard 
work.  He takes automotive classes during the day and works at a local hospi-
tal at night.  Michele Ramsey, Alumni Transition Team Counselor said, 
“Whenever I talk with Rod, I am so inspired by his work ethic and determina-
tion.  He never complains about his heavy class load, or even taking the bus 
to and from work late at night in Nashville.  He is so optimistic about his future 
and is currently saving for a car.  He knows what he wants and is willing to 
work to earn it.  He is excited about his future career and grateful for Foothills 
and his family.” 
 
Rod said, “My Foothills experience was great!  They treated me good and I 
recommend it to other students.  I would also like to thank my mom and dad 
for pushing me to be a better person and being more successful in life.”  Rod 
Butts truly makes us Foothills proud!  

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  

Alumnus Selfie!  Rodricus Butts, alum-
nus in the first graduating class at the 
Greene Site and current student at Lin-
coln Tech in Nashville. 


